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generally drawn from the ranks of unskilled workers and now
form a considerable proportion of workers in India, estimated
at 26.9 per cent in 1921 and obtaining wages at a higher rate
than that for unskilled workers*19 Intelligent unskilled
workers as soon as they pick up skilled work are promoted
from lower to higher ranks, Many women workers join the
cotton mills in Bombay as half-timers drawing only Rs. 4-8 a
month, then pick up skill and are admitted as full-time
workers earning Rs. 25 a month within three to five years,
Boys begin as half-time doffers earning only Rs. 3-8 a month
and become full-time workers in the same department earning
double the wages within the same period. Then they become
siders in the throstle department and end as doffer jobbers
earning Rs. 50 a month within another five years. Similarly
in the jute mills in Bengal a boy starts as a shifter earning
Rs. 4 a week, very soon becomes a spinner and learning
weaving by going in his recess to the weaving department to
help his associates from his own village, ends as a skilled
weaver, earning Rs. 10 a week.-0 In the Buckingham and
Carnatic Mills the boys trained in the mill schools begin as
half-timers in carding and spinning departments and as
vacancies occur they are promoted to other departments.
The localization and progress of various industries in
important industrial centres have to be viewed in the light
of the development of this class of skilled industrial workers
in these centres. Some of the differences in the quality of the
product and the success of the industry between centres like
Bombay and Ahmedabad are directly traceable to the differ-
ences in the development of the class of skilled industrial
workers. One of the reasons of the superiority of Ahmedabad
over Bombay is the superiority of the skilled workers of
Ahmedabad over those of Bombay.
On the whole, the Indian workers of the skilled categories
have done very well under the existing circumstances. But
now the industrial development of the country has reached
the stage beyond which further progress is largely dependent
upon the emergence of an important class of highly skilled
workmen and technicians. We are nearing self-sufficiency
in cotton textiles but high class fine fabrics are yet imported
19 Mukerjee, op. cit., p. 198.                  20 Ibid., p. 198.